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Welcome to CFCR. We are glad you are here and hope you enjoy our  We are glad you are here and hope you enjoy our 
inaugural newsletter.inaugural newsletter.

CFCR was created because, while there is much activity around statutory CFCR was created because, while there is much activity around statutory 
reform affecting the cannabis industry, the development of implementing reform affecting the cannabis industry, the development of implementing 
federal regulations is not being addressed. As a former Department of federal regulations is not being addressed. As a former Department of 
Justice lawyer, I have seen up close how critical these regulations are to a Justice lawyer, I have seen up close how critical these regulations are to a 
developing industry and how important it is for “industry” to be part of the developing industry and how important it is for “industry” to be part of the 
process. The CFCR team will bring expertise to federal agencies and provide process. The CFCR team will bring expertise to federal agencies and provide 
diverse industry input to inform the regulatory process.diverse industry input to inform the regulatory process.

Our newsletter is a monthly compilation from and by trusted sources of Our newsletter is a monthly compilation from and by trusted sources of 
current information impacting the regulation of the cannabis industry. As current information impacting the regulation of the cannabis industry. As 
hemp is legal now, our initial active focus is on hemp constituents, e.g. CBD, hemp is legal now, our initial active focus is on hemp constituents, e.g. CBD, 
and assisting the FDA as it develops a regulatory framework. Our newsletter and assisting the FDA as it develops a regulatory framework. Our newsletter 
focuses on all matters that will affect regulation now and in the future. Our focuses on all matters that will affect regulation now and in the future. Our 
top-notch team of experts in government relations, law,business and DEI, top-notch team of experts in government relations, law,business and DEI, 
together with scientific and partner organizations from CRO’s to consumer together with scientific and partner organizations from CRO’s to consumer 
insights, will bring you the information that we expect to factor most insights, will bring you the information that we expect to factor most 
significantly in regulation.significantly in regulation.

Statutes passed by Congress take effect through implementing regulations Statutes passed by Congress take effect through implementing regulations 
developed and enforced by agencies of the executive branch. Through developed and enforced by agencies of the executive branch. Through 
a delegation of this authority, the President appoints an agency to be a delegation of this authority, the President appoints an agency to be 
responsible for implementing the law. Importantly, the President, as head responsible for implementing the law. Importantly, the President, as head 
of the executive branch, is not required to implement any law; one way to of the executive branch, is not required to implement any law; one way to 
slow the process of implementation is for an agency to fail to promulgate slow the process of implementation is for an agency to fail to promulgate 
necessary regulations. So, while legalization is a critical goal of the cannabis necessary regulations. So, while legalization is a critical goal of the cannabis 
industry, the focus of CFCR is on implementing regulations that will drive industry, the focus of CFCR is on implementing regulations that will drive 
the industry forward, support innovation and small business and otherwise the industry forward, support innovation and small business and otherwise 
reduce the stigma of cannabis.reduce the stigma of cannabis.

Whether “cannacurious” or business dependent on the emerging cannabis Whether “cannacurious” or business dependent on the emerging cannabis 
industry, those interested in helping to develop cannabis (from hemp industry, those interested in helping to develop cannabis (from hemp 
to marijuana) face huge financial, experiential, divergent and societal to marijuana) face huge financial, experiential, divergent and societal 
challenges. We aspire for this newsletter and CFCR to be an integral part of challenges. We aspire for this newsletter and CFCR to be an integral part of 
the effort and we encourage your suggestions, comments and contributions. the effort and we encourage your suggestions, comments and contributions. 
Be a part of this conversation, join us at CFCR and have a voice in Be a part of this conversation, join us at CFCR and have a voice in 
regulating cannabis.regulating cannabis.

SHERI L. ORLOWITZ |CHAIR

sheri@uscfcr.org
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The Cannabis Market Intelligence Digest is a monthly newsletter produced by the 

Council for Federal Cannabis Regulation covering issues of importance to the emerging 

cannabis industry and established industry of justice with a focus on the consumer packaged 

goods, food and beverage industries; cannabis-related regulatory issues at the state and federal 

levels, and informative articles regarding commercial opportunities at the intersection of the 

cannabis industry and established industry.
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Announcements and rulings, 
federal legalization and 
regulation updates, national news 
of note

CONTENTS

01 FEDERAL UPDATES

High-level updates Provided 
by the Policy Council of the 
Marijuana Policy Project

02 STATES UPDATES

Cannabis-related developments 
pertinent to the consumer 
packaged goods, food, and 
beverage industries

03 CONSUMER & MARKET 
INTELLIGENCE

Updates on scientific advances 
and research on cannabis

04 SCIENCE &
CANNABIS

Additional resources, 
announcements, and material
presented at an executive level.

05 HIGHLIGHTED TOPICS 
& ANNOUNCEMENTS

FEDERAL 
UPDATES

As of March 12, 2021

Amendment to PACT Act 
may ban all shipments of 

vape products

USPS, possibly followed 
by 3rd party shipping 
providers, may cease 

shipping all vape-related 
products in April.

“It’s time to decriminalize
marijuana nationally.”

Chuck Schumer 
(D-NY) comments 

on the role of cannabis
 in Dem plans for ‘21

Biden pick for 
AG Judge Merrick Garland 

comments on cannabis

It’s not useful “to be 
pursuing prosecutions 

in states that have 
legalized”.

Read More Here

Read More Here

Read More Here

The Council for Federal Cannabis Regulation (CFCR) is a not-for-profit that serves as a 
forum in which stakeholders, both from the cannabis industry and established industry can 
analyze and support the creation of informed federal regulations to govern the cannabis 
industry. The initial focus of CFCR is to address among the most pressing issues at the federal 
level - finding a pathway, acceptable to the FDA, for hemp constituents such as CBD to be 
infused into ingestible products and promoting regulatory clarity.

Council For 
Federal Cannabis 
Regulations
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REGULATORY UPDATES

DEA • 2020 National Drug Threat Assessment released, press release, LINK TO REPORT
• The assessment addresses marijuana issues (pgs 51-58)
• Federal hemp legalization called out as a challenge to law enforcement   
 “particularly in states that legalized marijuana” due to drug trafficking   
 organizations (DTOs) concealing marijuana activity under guise of hemp   
 businesses

FDA • Following FDA withdrawing guidance on CBD (in response to Biden memo 
ordering agencies to withdraw pending rules), lower courts are putting some 
cases on pause
• A California District Court ruled on a class-action lawsuit against a CBD 
company,issuing a stay “until the FDA completes its rule-making and/or 
Congress passes legislation regarding the definitions, marketing, and labeling of 
CBD products.”

USDA • The final rule on domestic hemp production will go into effect on March 22
• Regulations “widely considered a vast improvement” over an interim final   
 rule (IFR) published in October ‘19 LINK TO MORE
• More details on the final rule are available including: press release, key   
 provisions
• The agency announced an initiative to collect data on hemp acreage and  
 product data from producers in coming months analysis, Federal Register   
 announcement

As of March 11, 2021
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Gov. Lamont finally introduced his legalization bill, which left a lot to be desired on 
equity. There was a public hearing today before the Judiciary Committee. We will 
be working to amend and advance it.

We collaborated, as the Delaware Cannabis Policy Coalition, with DECAN and DE 
NORML in hosting a virtual town hall this week, entitled “Cannabis Legalization: 
Racial Justice and Social Equity” with Liv, Steve, and Kareem Kenyatta with Majority 
Minority. Separately, we are expecting Rep Osienski to drop his legalization bill in 
early March. He said he is one or two votes away from having enough support to 
pass it in the House.

Florida’s Senate president said imposing THC caps on medical cannabis are up for
consideration this session. MPP allies VS Strategies and the extended USCC network
engaged with stakeholders earlier this week on the issue.

It appears the adult use market is finally trending in a good direction: “Maine’s 15
licensed adult-use retailers reported 33,521 sales worth $2.47 million in the first 
month of the new year, earning the state roughly $247,000 in tax revenue.” Also, 
several major employers have reportedly stopped testing job applicants for THC.

Following a recent good hearing, we hear a workgroup among the committee may 
need to be convened before the bill comes to a vote. There are several other big 
bills being taken up by the legislature, so there is a bit of urgency on the timeline 
for moving the bill. On the Senate side, Senator Feldman’s legalization bill will 
have a hearing on March 4 in the Senate Finance committee. There are ongoing 
conversations with Del Lewis and Sen. Feldman to unify their bills (which will increase 
odds of passage). Liv, Karen, and our lobbyist Jen met with Feldman today.

For the first time, a House committee approved legalization. The bill has a very long
committee path to get through in the House. It has no real hope of passing the 
Senate, whose GOP leadership is opposed. But the Senate could flip in ’22 and 
progress before then will help clear the path for passage down the road.

Gov. Murphy signed three bills that legalize cannabis for adult use in New Jersey on
February 22. Residents can possess up to six ounces. So far the sky remains in place.
Adult use sales will take some time to begin as the Cannabis Regulatory Commission
develops regulations for new licenses. Our summary is here.

Provided by the Marijuana Policy Project Policy Council on February 26, 2021. More from MPP here.

The New Mexico House Health & Human Services Committee approved a bill to 
legalize marijuana; an issue that Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham (D) says is a priority 
for 2021. Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham (D) said she is “optimistic” that lawmakers will 
send her a marijuana legalization bill this session.

CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE
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Gov. Cuomo has amended his 2021 legalization proposal but advocates say 
that the proposal still does not go far enough on equity, preferring the legislative 
proposal.

The North Dakota House of Representatives passed a legalization bill, HB 1420,
sponsored by a Republican who does not support legalization but wants to prevent 
a broader measure from appearing on the 2022 ballot. The House-approved 
legislation does not permit home-grow and would set July 1, 2022 as the date to 
begin legal sales. If approved by the Senate, it’s not known whether Gov. Burgum 
would veto or sign.

We released a poll earlier this week showing 72% to 15% support for medical 
marijuana. We held a veterans press conference featuring Montel Williams and 
S.C. veterans on Monday (Mar. 1), and ramped up our team with two additional 
lobbyists.

We have been engaged with many legislators over the past couple of weeks 
primarily about social equity provisions, and we’re advocating for inclusion of 
those in the Senate and House legislation. So far, we have not seen a proposal in 
either chamber (other than the governor’s budget legislation, which includes a 
state-run legalization plan). But we may end up with 2-3 versions of legalization bills 
introduced in the next three weeks.

We released a poll earlier this week showing 72% to 15% support for medical 
marijuana. We held a veterans press conference featuring Montel Williams and 
S.C. veterans on Monday (Mar. 1), and ramped up our team with two additional 
lobbyists.

Provided by the Marijuana Policy Project Policy Council on February 26, 2021. More from MPP here.

CONT.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

As the goal of legalizing cannabis at the state level is being realized, 
attention is increasingly being focused on what needs to be done at the 
federal level. Join CFCR and have a voice in how federal regulations that 

govern the cannabis industry are shaped.

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE
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On-Demand
Webinar:

Changing Cannabis
Consumer

Demographics

High Yield
Insights:

Quantifying the
Use of CBD as

Substitute for Rx,
OTC Sleep Aids

Free Consumer
Insights Report:

CBD for Exercise
Recovery Trend

CBD for Pets
trending during

pandemic

CBD Supplements 
Consumer Study

• Contains survey                  
 data from 35,000+ US  
 consumers including 
 gummies,oils,etc.
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New Frontier Data

• Top 10 Projected State Cannabis
• Markets (Updated Jan. 2021) LINK
• U.S. Hemp Cultivation Share by
• State (not pictured) LINK

New Report Forecasts    
US CBD Market to $3B 
by 2023

• Based on the   
 prediction that the FDA  
 won’t rule until late ‘21  
 LINK

SPECIAL TOPICS : CBD TRENDS

OBSERVATIONS

• British American Tobacco (BAT) launching new CBD vaping device in the UK LINK
• Canopy Growth introduces a line of CBD beverages in the US LINK
• Beauty retailer Ulta to carry CBD products from actress Kristen Bell in 550 locations LINK


