
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Council for Federal Cannabis Regulation  

Publishes Solutions-Driven Response to the 
Proposed Legalization Act 

 
CFCR’s Science and Regulatory Affairs Committee Provides Solutions for a Clear 

Pathway Forward for Federal Legalization with Published Comments to The Cannabis 
Administration and Opportunity Act (CAOA) 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (September 8, 2021) – The Council for Federal Cannabis Regulation 
(CFCR) today announced several key positioning statements in response to the Cannabis 
Administration and Opportunity Act (CAOA), recently supported and sponsored by the offices of 
Senators Booker, Schumer and Wyden. 

Uniquely positioned as a solutions provider for both the federal government and the cannabis 
industry, CFCR is a non-profit organization developed to have broad and deep expertise, CFCR 
is informed by multifaceted perspectives, enabling it both to educate the federal agencies and 
the public.  

Some of the key takeaways from CFCR’s comments include: 
 

• CFCR applauds the CAOA drafters for putting forward this discussion draft and for the 
transparent approach they have taken to the process. We support the fundamental 
approach and process.   
 

• CFCR suggested strategies to curb bad actors, provide for interim regulations, a 
consortium to do safety testing (if needed), and other suggestions of how we may help to 
expedite the regulatory process. 
 

• CFCR’s proposed definition of cannabis does not exclude hemp, for the simple reason 
that cannabis and hemp are the same plant. CFCR notes that the ≤0.3% THC threshold 
is an arbitrary limitation that inhibits various industries and research inquiries.  

 
• CFCR suggested >1% as a threshold for High-THC cannabis. CFCR notes that as 

research develops other thresholds might be established, but >1% THC as the threshold 
for High-THC Cannabis and ≤1% THC for Low-THC Cannabis should find support at this 
time   

 
• A Center for Cannabis Products as a separate entity, wherever housed, should establish 

a unique product standard for cannabis products.  
 

• Cannabis products should be a separate product category for purposes of regulation and 
should not be shoehorned into the existing product categories, (e.g., foods and dietary 
supplements).  
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• CFCR does not support the use of GRAS and NDI for Cannabis products because 
Cannabis products are unique due to already being on the market and regulated at the 
state level. Retroactively applying NDI and GRAS to these products is not practical. 
More importantly the safety profile of these products is significantly different. A new 
Cannabis product safety standard must be developed. 
 

• In support, CFCR also suggests that the CAOA include an immediate authorization of 
appropriations that is sufficient to allow the FDA to staff appropriately in order to develop 
new and more expeditious ways to review Cannabis constituents, as well as full-
spectrum or broad-spectrum products.  

CFCR is a 40-person organization including an eight-person Science and Regulatory Affairs 
Committee (SRA) comprised of three PhD scientists, a world-renowned big data expert, FDA 
lawyers and researchers, as well as a variety of other professionals. 

“CFCR was developed with topflight experts who can bring tools and strategies, as well as 
advocacy, to the federal agencies to help develop the cannabis industry safely and with all due 
haste,” said CFCRs Board Chair Sheri Orlowitz. 

With its recently submitted comments (READ HERE) to the Sponsoring Offices of the Senators 
regarding the draft discussion of CAOA, CFCR has established itself as a unified voice for 
diverse industry and a trusted source of accurate science and policy guidance. 

“Our primary focus is to work with the FDA on the regulation of cannabinoids,” said CFCR’s new 
Executive Director, Sarah Chase. “CFCR’s comments to the CAOA are the product of this 
singular focus and we are bringing a novel solutions-driven approaches to the complex effort to 
federally regulate a plant that has been illegal for eight decades, with safety, fairness and 
efficiency.” 

For additional information, please visit uscfcr.org. 
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ABOUT CFCR 
The Council for Federal Cannabis Regulation (CFCR) is 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) non-profit that 
serves as a forum in which stakeholders -- both from the federal government and industry -- can 
analyze and support the creation of informed, intelligible, and inclusive federal laws and 
regulations to govern the cannabis industry. CFCR exists to educate, advocate, and 
communicate. For additional information please visit www.uscfcr.org and follow us on social 
media @USCFCR.    
 
 


